PATRIOT PRESS
Message from Mr. Cruz, Superintendent
WC Newsletter March 2020-21
Superintendent/Principal Message
Staff/Student/parents:
Dear parents, teachers, and staff, the third trimester has begun as we embrace the Spring season.
Washington Colony continues to follow both the California and the Fresno County Departments of
Public Health return to school guidelines. Throughout the school day, the health and safety of students, Teachers, and staff continue to be the highest priority within the current reopening plan consistent with safety protocols and social distancing guidelines. Therefore, until the end of the school
year, Washington Colony will continue with the same instructional schedules with the In-person Cohorts A/B and the 5-day Distance Learning program as recommended by the CDPH/FCDPH. The
third trimester ends on June 10, 2021. The virtual Parent/Teacher conferences were a success last
week. Teachers and parents had the opportunity to discuss the academic progress of the students in
order to identify any areas of learning loss throughout this unusual year of Distance Learning and inPerson Cohorts.
I am glad to inform you and after months of waiting, early this month on Thursday March 11, Washington Colony hosted a “COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic” for Teachers and Staff provided by the Fresno
County Department of Public Health. Teacher and Staff were able to receive their vaccination as
another layer of protection in addition to all the health and safety protocol already in place. The
Washington Colony Family that has done an outstanding job by providing quality teaching and learning resources to all students whether you child is participating in-person or on the 5-day Distance
Learning.
The Spring State Assessment season is here (April – May). The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) tests in ELA/MATH are administered to students in grades 3 rd to 8th.
This week the California State Board of Education (SBE) took the first step to give districts the option
of using the statewide assessments or district-selected assessments for the 2020-2021 school year
for grades 3rd – 8th. Therefore, this Spring, Washington Colony will administer the Statewide Assessment during the months of April and May. The district is still waiting full details and guidance from
the California Department of Education (CDE). The standards-based instruction is evident in the
classrooms. Teachers continue to engage students through learning activities in-person and virtual
learning in ELA/ELD/MATH/SCIENCE. Online Learning programs, such as AR/MyOn Library, Accelerated Reader (AR), STAR MATH/ELA, Freckle MATH/ELA, Seesaw, online ELA/MATH/SCIENCE Trimester benchmark assessments are accessible to all students.
In addition to the Spring LCAP Stakeholder Input Virtual Meetings, the Parent Institute for Quality
Education (PIQE) Virtual Trainings have begun on Wednesdays March 17, 2021 and will be available
every Wednesday through May 2021 starting from 6:00pm - 7:15pm. Please, connect and join us
for these Virtual Zoom PIQE parent engagement trainings!
Our WC Patriots will receive their Student of the month and 2 nd Trimester Awards during the Work
packet Distribution days. Teachers have selected the Student of the Month based on their excellent
character traits and academic performance.
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Congratulations to Ms. Lopes, Music Teacher for being awarded the $5000 “Spark! Any Given Child
Arts Initiative Grant” from the FCOE Foundation. This funding will be used to provide additional music instruments to all WC TK-8th grade students.
We are proud of our Washington Colony Patriots!!!
Attendance Matter! Parents, thank you for your support and efforts having your child attend school
cohorts on time and for connecting on time to the virtual classroom.
Thank you for entrusting us to support and educate our children. Be safe and Stay Healthy!
“High quality learning experiences are what students deserve to build the future!”

Best Regards,
Jesus Cruz
Superintendent/Principal
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Classroom News
March 2021
Espinosa and Mayhew
Hello 3rd Grade Families, Happy Spring! We are doing big things in 3rd grade. In math,
we are finishing up our unit on multiplication and division. We are learning about perimeter and area. Next up is fractions, wish us luck. In writing, we have worked on informative
essays and presentations about animals and our next topic will be writing opinion essays. In
reading, we will continue to work on comprehension, summarizing, and sequencing events.
In science, Ms. Espinosa will be studying weather and climate and Ms. Mayhew’s class
will study environments and survival. We will soon start preparing for state testing. We are
also happy to announce that both classes have earned their first marble party. If there are
any questions or concerns please contact Ms. Espinosa or Miss Mayhew at your convenience. Have a great month.

It's March!! Time is flying by!! My amazing students are still working
hard. They are still learning different reading strategies to improve their
reading. They learned informational writing and they will be starting on
opinion writing. They're learning division in Math and much more!! I'm
so proud of them! As always, they're doing a great job of taking AR
quizzes. I can go on and on about how hard they're working. Keep up
the great job Rm 13!!!
Mrs. Obeid
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Classroom News
Dear Kindergarten Families,
Happy Spring! We hope you all had a great Spring break!
Dr. Seuss Week was really exciting! We celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by reading a lot of his books,
making our own Cat in the Hat hats and Things, and having fun with the dress-up days.

It was great to see so many of you at conferences! Thank you for taking the time to be a part of your
child’s education.
We are continuing to work on blending, segmenting, and sight words in Language Arts. We are working on teen numbers and addition in math.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Pulido
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Classroom News, continued
5th GradeAs we move into March and April, fifth graders will continue working to stay concentrated, managing choices and balancing daily schedules while focusing on the
path ahead. We are moving through our curriculum and currently focused on the
standards related to these topics: Science - Matter, Social Science - US state reports, English Language Arts and Writing - Opinion with emphasis on understanding different points of view, Math - graphing and finding volume. Please remember to check on Google Classroom for updated information. Assignments, homework, and further messages are posted daily to help students and their families.
Thank you all for your continued support through this year!
Mrs. Hefley

Room 6 has been working so hard this month! We have been staying busy during
writing! Over the last months, we have written two informational writing pieces
On George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. The students had so much fun getting to learn about our past presidents. We even got to make our very own
George Washington! We have also stayed busy reading to our stuffed animal
friends at home! This last month the kids have shown so much growth in reading
and I am so proud of them. They have worked hard every day reading for 20
minutes and taking AR tests to meet their AR goal. Thank you, parents, for all
the hard work you do at home, distant learning wouldn’t be possible without you!
We are excited as we move into our LAST trimester of 2nd grade!
Mrs. Garcia
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Classroom News, continued

Mrs. Lopes here with an update for
Band/Music Class:
Hello Students and Families!
In this second week of March, we are checking out to elementary students the Individual Music Kits. These kits were made possible through the generous FCOE Innovation Grant and include small instruments and materials for students to use during online and in-person music
instruction for many years to come!
Exciting news: With the 3rd trimester upon us, middle school students will have the opportunity to participate in in-person music instruction in a blended/hybrid format with their 5day Distance Learning peers!
Please encourage your child to log on to band/music class at his/her designated
time and day so they can participate in music making and learning!
Please reach out to me with any questions
you might have.
Musically,
Tess (Theresa) Lopes-Medina
Music Teacher | Washington Colony School
District
Google Voice #: (559) 202-3782
P: (559) 233-0706
E: theresalopes@washingtoncolony.org
130 E Lincoln Ave,
Fresno, CA 93706
WA Colony Music Website
www.washingtoncolony.org

WA Colony
Music Website
Scan qR code
Upcoming:
African-American
History Month
Band Concert Video
Premiering on March 17th

Instagram:
@wacolonymusic
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WASHINGTON COLONY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT
2021-2022 REGISTRATION
PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
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Classroom News, continued
February students of the Month, Character trait: Citizenship
Ryan Cook, Ryan is aware of the school
rules and policies and he is able to follow
them. He gets along well with his classmates and other students. We are happy
to have Ryan in our class. Mrs. Taylor

Kaylee Rico, Kaylee is a hard worker
who follows the rules. She knows how to
be a good student and a classmate. She
is always giving her best. Kaylee is a five
star Patriot. Mrs. Partlow
Ryan Lara, Ryan is such an AWESOME
student. He is always working so hard
during class. He continuous to show his
citizenship in class by participating, completing all of his work, and collaborating
with his peers in breakout rooms during
meetings. Ryan is dedicated to his learning and always puts forth his best effort. I am so
grateful to have Ryan in my class and I look forward
to the remainder of the school year with him! Mrs.
Garcia
Javier Garcia, Javier is a great student that follows
directions and does great kindergarten work. He
is constantly doing his best and his work is always
turned in neatly and completely! He does a great job
with participation both on Zoom and in person and
has made a lot of progress academically! Great job,
Javier! Mrs. Pulido
Ziggie Costilla, He shows the citizenship characteristic trait by taking accountability for his actions in
and out of class. Ziggie demonstrates knowledge of
the importance of being a good citizen at school by
treating others with respect and dignity.
Mrs. Gonzalez
Giselle Espitia, Giselle always shows
what it means to be a Five-Star Washington Colony Patriot! She is always respectful, responsible, and prepared for class.
She always follows directions the first time
they are given, is always on task, and loves to
learn. Keep up the great work, Giselle...and congratulations!! Mr. Schaffer
Joaquin Bravo, Joaquin is a great citizen
he is always polite, does his work, and
follows directions. I can count on him to do
the right thing. Congratulations Joaquin.
Mrs. Davis
Jazmin Morales, Jazmin exhibits outstanding citizenship every day. She is respectful and always
does her best to follow the rules. She is an outstanding Patriott! Mrs. Pallas
Jomarie Garcia, Jomarie is an example of a 5- star
student. She's a dedicated student who works very
hard. She's also kind and helpful to her teammates.
She's a responsible student who is always doing the
right thing. I'm very proud of her! Keep up the great
work! Mrs. Obeid

Celeste Arteaga, Celeste has shown that
the Pandemic cannot slow down her learning. She still excels in her studies and
works hard in her classes. She is ready to
learn each morning and is usually first to
finish the warm-ups. Celeste exemplifies what it is to
be an excellent student and is why I choose her as
my February Student of the Month. Mr. Marquez
Alithia Gomez, Throughout the school
year there has been one student in my
class that always portrays citizenship.
They are always helpful to other students.
They always participate in class and finish
their work. For the student of the month for February
for the trait of citizenship I have chosen Alithia
Gomez. She is an outstanding student and hopefully
I will have the chance to meet her in person before
the year is over! Mrs. Mayhew
Natalia Lopez, Being a new student is hard but even
more so this year. From the moment Natalia joined
us Zoom to the moment she came to campus, she
has had a smile on her face. Natalia has an uplifting
and inspiring attitude. Even with the difficulties of
distance learning, she is friendly and kind. Mrs.
Hefley
Juliana Rodriguez Sanchez, has shown
such resilience during distance learning. She has never given up and keeps
trying to do better every day. She communicates respectfully with her teachers
and is responsible for her work. Because of these
things, she has grown so much during the 2nd trimester. Keep up the great work! Mrs. Martinez
Leonardo Flores, is my February Student
of the Month. Leo has shown a lot of perseverance during this challenging time. School
is not very fun on zoom but he never fails to
engage himself in what we are doing. He
does all his work and always answers my questions
when I call on him. He has a good attitude each day
and his teachers enjoy having him as a student.
Congratulation Leonardo. Mr. Marquez
Yaslene Barr, is the student of the month
because she has been doing lots of great
work this past 2nd Trimester. She continues
to work hard and be a good person. Mr.
Showalter
Alexander Miranda, is a five star student.
He is kind, responsible and has excellent
Zoom manners. Alex has worked hard and
accomplished so much this school year.
Mrs. Owens
Cesar Sanchez, Cesar demonstrates
Citizenship in band by being an outstanding member of our music program who
works hard and always does his part!
Thank you Cesar for displaying 5-star
student traits in this difficult school year! Mrs. Lopes

Bella Marquez, Bella Marquez is an exemplary student. She displays the characteristics of a dedicated student. She's on the
path to success!! Bella always displays good
character. She's respectful, responsible,
helpful, and works hard. She's kind to her
teammates and cares about their education. I'm extremely proud of her! I'm also glad to have her in my
class! Awesome job! Keep up the outstanding work!
Mrs. Obeid
Angela Guillen, Angela is able to understand and
follow school rules. She gets along with all her classmates. She is able to do what is expected. We are
glad to have Angela in our class. Mrs. Taylor
Alissandra Harwell, Allisandra is a very hard working
student. She is very considerate of others feelings. She waits her turn when answering questions. Congratulations Allisandra! Mrs. Smith
Andrew Dack, Andrew is an awesome example of citizenship. He handles all his responsibilities as a student. He is kind and cordial. He is consistent. Great job Andrew!!!
Keep good going! Mr. De La Rosa
Ariana Lagow, Congratulations Ariana
Lagow!! You are a student of the month for
the character trait of citizenship. You are a
model student and an exemplary citizen of
the Washington Colony community. Ariana is
always on task, she is respectful to others and to our
resources. She is always dependable and helpful to
me and to other students. She follows the school
rules and the classroom expectations. Thank you to
the Lagow family for raising such an honorable intelligent young lady. Mrs. Espinosa
Alexandra Knudson, Proactive, honest, kind,
and dependable; these are the words that my
students use to describe their friend and
classmate, Alex. I have always been impressed by Alex’s character and attitude. She
strives every day to do her best. She always comes to
school with a purpose and a drive that is admired by
all her peers. Ms. Gray
Bianca Brambila, Bianca is a hardworking
student who is always willing to help out
other students both in class and online, she
is always willing to participate in class discussions and group assignments and has shown great
respect for school and classroom rules and expectations. These qualities make Bianca a great example
for the Student of the Month Citizenship award. Mrs.
Silva
Tyler Martinez, Tyler is always prepared
and ready to learn. He's hard-working and
gets his work done on time. He's an upstanding citizen and very kind to peers and
adults. Mrs. Alvarez
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Community Resources
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